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UPCOMING, IN-PERSON EVENT!
The most exciting news from our
Environment Committee is that we can
meet in person on Sunday afternoon, October 30, 2022, to hear Jo-Anne
St. Godard from the Circular Innovation
Council. Many of us have been skeptical
about recycling and concerned about
waste creation and disposal. The province
is set to hold producers responsible for the
costs of recycling. Again it is easy to be
skeptical especially when corporations are
bent on producing more consumer goods in
the deep belief that they/we have to
constantly ‘grow’ profits. How can we as
individual citizens find an alternative to

endless, earth-damaging consumption and
waste? Join us for a lively presentation and
discussion. Melissa Kovacs Reid, from
Dufferin Waste Management and Arnold
De Graaff, from MC2, will be on the panel for
our Q. & A. Doors will be open at 1:30 so
that we have time to mingle beforehand and
also view some displays. We are looking
forward to seeing everyone. There is plenty
of room at the Monora Park Pavilion in the
Banquet Hall. Please encourage your
neighbours and family members to come
so that we can learn and work together on
these critical issues.
Rita Reitsma & Knut Holmsen,
Co-chairs of the Environment Committee

NOTES FROM THE INTERIM CHAIR
We are (as I write this) going through our
municipal elections. Regretfully, for such
an important part of the administration of
our community, participation is typically,
dismally poor. The Town of Mono and the
Township of Mulmur have introduced
voting by internet or phone, which is easy
to use and will hopefully increase the
number of people casting a ballot.
In reality, the decisions made by our
representatives at the local level have
more impact on our daily lives than most
other levels of government. We need
members on our councils who are not just

people of high moral character, but who
are also willing and able to drill deeply
into the policies enacted elsewhere and
to understand their practical effects on
our lives.
Therefore, MC2’s focus has been to support our local leaders in their tasks and
provide a second set of eyes when we
can, as independent and non-political
members of our community. To that end
we arranged All Candidates Meetings so
the candidates, including the acclaimed,
could meet and present themselves to
the electors.

Both Mulmur and Mono have several
candidates which resulted in a lively
discussion, but much more importantly a
respectful and polite exchange. This
example is one that many higher levels of
government can learn from.
The Mono Mulmur Citizens’ Coalition will
continue our mission of supporting our
councils to continue building communities
which will be respectful of our fellow
citizens, our nature and the world we are
also part of.
Knut Holmsen
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TOWN OF MONO COUNCIL
By the time you will read this we will have a new
Council elected. The past Council dealt with
several very important issues, many of which
will have long lasting effects. Noteworthy was
the review of the town’s investments and
finances to assure we are compliant with
regulations, which we are.
There is ongoing action to challenge the Council
decision to deny the proposed build of a horse
track on the 4th Line. The owner has indicated
that he will take it to the Normal Farm Practices
Protection Board. Residents and the Town are
con-cerned about the 2,000 truck loads
of fill to be brought into Mono from Toronto or the
GTA. We will monitor and report to you as this
issue develops further.
There is a project (partly funded by the
Town) to drain the pond at Monora Park in order
to remove silt and restore the cold-water fish
habitat. Some local groups are concerned as
there are several issues yet to be settled, such
as whether hobby fishing will be allowed and if
removing the dam will cause invasive species to
climb further up Monora Creek, which would

have a serious effect on the brook trout.
There was a review of the by-law on the
disposition of public properties. This review was
brought about because of a request of a
property owner wanting to buy a right of way on
the 5th Line of Mono. The request was denied,
and the by-law was amended to reflect citizen
input. The amendment has received its third
reading.
One other important amendment in progress is
the review of the Fill By-law. After several years
and several attempts to find the right balance, it
was finally agreed to use a progressive set of
permits to accommodate the various situations.
In the case of a large requirement for fill to be
moved, the permit will have to go through a
process and to be approved finally and directly
by Council. Each permit issued will be based on
the merits of the case. The proposed by-law
would expand the area to bring fill into Mono
from just Dufferin County to neighbouring
Caledon and the Township of AdjalaTosorontio. We believe that this change should
be discouraged as the closer you get to Toronto

or the GTA, the more likely the fill could come
from a fill storage area which contains previous
fill from Toronto.
The total bill for policing or OPP services in
Mono in the year 2021 is near 1.3 million dollars.
This is becoming a significant bill for a small
population town like ours.
There are several surveys initiated by council
that are either completed or in progress. This is
an ideal way to become involved and express
your opinion on the subjects.
Once the new Council is sworn in, we will work
to ensure we maintain the Town of Mono as
beautiful and livable as is possible by
representing your voice and opinions on all
matters when and where it counts.
And finally, your MC2 Board did host the
first All Candidates meeting in Mono. It was nice
to see good participation by both candidates
and the general population.

Del Bernardi

NOTES FROM THE TOWNSHIP OF MULMUR
Approximately 40 people attended the all
candidates meeting on September 17. Each
candidate was given two minutes to make an
opening statement before the floor was open to
questions from the audience. Afterward, the
candidates were given two minutes for closing
statements. We heard concerns about road
safety, affordable housing, support for local
businesses and farming, protection of the
environment and lack of water at Primrose
Elementary School.
At the October 5th meeting, Council passed a
comprehensive Code of Conduct By-law, as
well as a Council-Staff Relations By-law. Both
are very important documents and can be found
beginning on page 303 of the October 5th
Agenda Package. It is to be hoped that all
members of the new Council read these before
being sworn in.
The Official Plan Amendment #4 was passed
by Council. This includes, among many other

items, a vision statement for Mulmur. It says,
“Mulmur will be a Garden Township, committed
to protecting the environment and agriculture,
and providing for balanced and sustainable
development while nurturing its rural character.”
It is a far-reaching document bringing clarity
and simplification to the Plan and was produced by staff with input from the Ad-Hoc
Planning Committee.
Lynn Topping, Upper Grand District School
Board Trustee, attended the October meeting
with an update on the water issue at Primrose
Elementary School. A new well is required
but there is no idea when it will be drilled. The
school is approximately 170% over capacity
and concerns were expressed over new
development and the number of children who
could be moving into the area. Provincial
accommodation reviews have been halted by
the current provincial government, so the
Upper Grand District Board is not even

allowed to monitor and address changes in
school enrollment. As long as this continues,
it appears that we will not have a new school in
Mulmur, no matter how badly it is needed.
A new survey will be coming out in 2023 with the
interim tax bill. We will be asked for our opinion
on whether we should allow fireworks in our
Township and, if so, when and of what type.
This is your opportunity to be heard.
During the last municipal election approximately
44% of those eligible to vote in Mulmur, voted. I
consider this a very poor turn out although it was
higher than elsewhere in Dufferin County.
Voting is our opportunity to have a say in the
issues that concern us, supporting candidates
that share our priorities and allows us a chance
to shape our future.
Until the next time, take care and stay safe.

Stay safe, stay healthy, stay connected – at a distance.
ARNOLD, BOB, CHERYL, DEL, FELICITE, KNUT, and RITA

Cheryl Russel

