"When the well's dry, we know the worth of water."
Benjamin Franklin

T he L ook O ut

March 2018

MAUDE BARLOW IS COMING TO ORANGEVILLE!
Clean Water: A Public Right is being
presented by MC2’s very own
Environment Committee and is taking
place at the Westminster United Church
at 247 Broadway in Orangeville on
Saturday morning, April 14, 2018..
Maude Barlow is the nationally and
internationally well-known campaigner
for clean and safe drinking water for
everyone and a passionate and informed
public speaker. She is the Honorary
Chairperson of the Council of
Canadians, the chairperson of Food and
Water Watch, and several other global
organizations. She has received many
honorary doctorates and awards for her
outstanding contributions. In 2008/2009
she served as Senior Advisor on Water to
the President of the United Nations
General Assembly. Maude has travelled
widely and has talked to countless
community activists, concerned citizens

and
international
leaders.
Her
presentations reflect her wide knowledge
and careful research, which make her
talks all the more compelling. She often
mentions that her activism and vision
provide her with a deep sense of hope and
unwavering commitment, even in the
face of setbacks and opposition.
Arnold DeGraaff, chairperson of the
Environment Committee, says, “We are
fortunate to be able to meet Maude in
person and hear her speak. She has a
tremendous ability to clarify and simplify
complex and difficult issues and put our
local concerns in a broader perspective.
She speaks with a passion and conviction
that is contagious and gives us all hope.”
Even now in her seventies, Maude travels
up and down the country to alert
everyone to the challenges and dangers
facing the preservation of our Canadian

drinking water. Water standards and
several government Acts related to water
are inadequate, outdated or not enforced.
Time and again, Maude has expressed
her special concern for the many First
Nations communities that have been on
Drinking Water Advisory (DWA) for
many years. The carefully written reports
by the Ontario Commissioner of the
Environment of the last decade echo
many of her concerns.
The core of her campaigns has been to
have water acknowledged as a human
right, not just by the United Nations and
other governments, but by Canada. So
far, the Canadian government has
consistently refused to do this. During
the last decades, different governments
have left the door open to treat water as a
commodity (a “tradeable good” and
“service”) like any other good. Such a
short-sighted view would allow for the
....(Cont. Pg. 3)
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From Don's Desk....
Welcome to the first edition of my
column for 2018! As we enter a new
year, the list of issues we face, some
new, some old, never seems to
shorten!
GREENBELT EXPANSION:
The Ontario Government has
recently published a working paper on
expanding the Greenbelt. Originally,
the Greenbelt was put in place to
protect open spaces in a semi-circle
around Toronto from development.
The concern being addressed was the
fear that more and more land around
the city would be filled with
development, mostly in the form of the
housing sprawl that can be seen in towns
like Brampton, Mississauga, Vaughan
and Markham. One impact was that
development jumped the Greenbelt and
towns like Grand Valley, Newmarket,
and Shelburne became major expansion
zones.
After the recent plan to expand the
Niagara
Escarpment
lands
was
significantly downsized, there was an
expectation for many citizens that the
government would revisit the issue of
restricting development by moving to
expand the Green Belt. This has now
happened. The initial proposals reflect
an ambitious approach that would have
wide ranging impacts. Citizens can
read the proposal by going to
www.mah.gov.on.can/Page17658aspx.
This site will provide response
information.
The government’s plan is couched in
terms of protecting water resources and
open green spaces. Most citizens would
agree that this type of protection is
important, but the devil is in the details.
MC2 has reviewed the document and has
identified several significant concerns.
Our Land Use Committee will be doing
a detailed review, which will become the
basis for our response. We hope our
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members were able to submit responses
before the deadline on March 7, 2018.

encourage development in areas such as
Mansfield,
suburban
Orangeville,
Shelburne and other smaller hamlets.
Some of our major concerns are as
These developments enhance the tax
follows:
base and allow the
continued protection of
rural and agricultural
lands, while meeting
population
growth
requirements dictated
by the Places to Grow
Act. Limits on this
approach would in all
likelihood
create
If a cluttered desk is a sign of a cluttered mind,
serious revenue issues
then what are we to think of an empty desk?
for the municipalities.
Albert Einstein
• In the proposal there
are limits on the size of buildings to be
• Most of Dufferin County will fall in the
built in the expanded Green Belt. The
redefined Greenbelt, including over 95%
Places to Grow Act was the Province’s
of Mulmur and significant parts of
effort to encourage work places to be built
Mono. This means that any of the
near to where people live. The proposal
restrictive zoning and planning issues
appears to both limit the size of homes,
that are included in the final regulations
and to restrict the creation of office and
will have a dramatic impact on our
light industry spaces. At the same time,
communities.
there are concerns about the status of
• Our County and municipalities have building plans, which have been
been required by the government to take approved, but not yet built.
significant steps to control and manage
• Perhaps the greatest concern with the
development. The County developed its
proposal is that the picture it paints about
first plan document in 2015, and the
the future of our communities is vague. It
Towns/Townships have had detailed
seems to challenge all the rules and
plans in place for many years. Extensive
institutions that have managed
work went into these plans, setting
development in the past. It leaves a major
zoning rules, managing land use, etc., and
number of unanswered questions. Our
all plans were reviewed and modified by
local governments and citizens deserve a
the Municipal Affairs Ministry.
much more carefully developed proposal
Additionally,
our
Conservation
that answers more questions than it
Authorities and the Niagara Escarpment
creates. If the government is sincere
Commission have added extras layers of
about asking for feedback, it should have
in-depth control. Initial review of the
presented a much more disciplined and
new proposals indicates that much of the
consistent proposal, not one that leaves a
responsibility that locally elected
picture of a future that makes very little
Councils have been given to control
sense, with more questions than answers.
development would be removed. This
Hopefully, there will be no move to
aspect of the proposal is deeply
advance this direction until genuine
concerning and needs careful review.
feedback is integrated and the negative
• The proposal would set limits on the impacts and unanswered questions are
expansion of the towns in the County. A dealt with.
key element in the Official Plans of
What we have identified here are a series
Mono and Mulmur has been to
... Continued on Pg. 3

Don's Desk
Continues....
of initial concerns. While this proposal is
clearly a first step in the process of
regulating how our County will manage
these important issues, a first step that
will lead to further debate, it is clear that
the initial focus is to make a major
change. The Province will need to do a
great deal of work to develop a document
that addresses the many concerns that are
apparent in this first draft, and we as
citizens should be sure to provide input
and response. Over the next weeks our
Land Use Committee and Board will
develop our response and we encourage
our members to review the proposal and
to respond.
AGGREGATE BATTLES:
For all the change proposed in the new
Greenbelt document, one thing stays the
same: the open door to aggregate mining
remains a priority for the Ontario
Government.
Aggregate
remains
exempted from the many limitations on
development. The three major aggregate
battles in our communities continue.
• Arbour Farms: This proposal has been
continuing for about 20 years. The

MAUDE BARLOW,
CONTINUED...
commercial export of water by any
province, regardless of environmental
concerns and local and federal
regulations. Maude has tirelessly
campaigned for this fundamental right to
be endorsed by the Canadian
government and not let commercial
interests dominate policies and trade
agreements like NAFTA. In her latest
report called, Getting It Right: a people’s
guide to renegotiating NAFTA, she has
spelled out in detail what an ecological
and fair trade agreement could look like.
Faith-based organizations in the US have
published a similar brief statement

agreement reached between our partner
group CORE, a local citizens’ group, the
Township of Mulmur and the Arbour
Farm proponent, has been challenged by
Simcoe County, the result of moving
most of the truck traffic from Airport
Road and other Mulmur routes to
Simcoe. Simcoe has lodged an appeal
challenging the OMB decision to
support the negotiated settlement. The
delays continue.
• Greenwood: The proposal to open a
400 acre-plus mine on 30 Sideroad in
Mono has continued to evolve. The most
recent development was the decision by
the Mono Council, on a 5-0 vote, to
reject the application to make changes
in Mono’s zoning by laws. Among the
many issues identified, one major
problem has been road safety, as the
main potential routes for truck traffic
from the mining site have no safe entry
onto the main roads in the area.
The PROTECT MONO website
(www.protectmono.com) continues to
keep us all informed on the progress of
this case, as well as notifying citizens
about what each of us can do to support
the effort to stop this project

received approval by the OMB. CCAT
(Concerned
Citizens
in
Adjala
Tosorontio), the citizens’ group which
has been fighting this proposal for several
years, is now considering next steps.
Their work has been inhibited by a lack of
Council support, which, as we have seen
in the above cases, is a critical factor.
This energetic and hardworking group
needs our support! Get more
information at www.nogravelpit.com
and at www.ccat-inc.com
As usual, there is a great deal happening
in our community. We have seen, on
several fronts, that our own Councils are
supporting actions to resist the everincreasing range of issues that are
threatening our rural way of life. This
tells us two things: first, it is critical that
we are active in the upcoming municipal
election to ensure that we elect
candidates who will continue with these
crucial battles; and, if we need an example
of why this is important, we can look at
Adjala Tosorontio, our neighbour, where
this type of Council support has not been
evident to us!

• Nelson Pit: This proposal for a large
below water table mine in Adjala
Township, just east of Mulmur, has
entitled, “Faith-based Principles for
NAFTA Renegotiations” (2017), freely
available on Google.
Maude and the Council of Canadians
continue to confront these issues headon along with providing positive
alternatives. They do so along with many
others, like David Suzuki, Friends of the
Earth, Canadian Council of Policy
Alternatives (CCPA), National Farmers
Union, Environmental Defense, Mining
Watch Canada, Ecojustice, Kairos (the
ecumenical voice of the Canadian
churches) and many other civil
organizations. As Arnold DeGraaff
remarked, “We are not alone in this
struggle for justice and the preservation

of life on earth. We need to join together
to protect and preserve not only our own
water but that of all people. We all have a
right to life and well being.”
Admission to this important event is
free, but, because of what we anticipate
will be great interest, people must
reserve a seat. Visit our website,
www.monomulmur.com to book a
ticket. The meeting will be from 9:30
AM-12:00 PM with a short break in the
middle. Doors will be open at 9:00 am for
refreshments. Donations to cover the
expenses of Maude’s visit will be
appreciated. Her latest book “Boiling
Point” will be on sale during the break
and afterwards by Booklore.
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cheque for a household membership. We
need you all!

So....
what's been
going on
lately?

this newsletter includes our membership
renewal drive for 2018. All members will
have received the newsletter in the mail
plus a membership renewal form and
return envelope for your convenience.
We have discontinued the use of paypal
as a means of renewing memberships
online for this year. We sincerely hope all
our members will continue to support our
work in the community by returning to us
an updated membership form and a $30

the four year term of our current
councils will end this year. The timing of
elections and the surrounding events is
set by the Ontario Ministry of Municipal
Affairs. Nominations will be open on
May 1, 2018 and will close on July 27.
Election Day will be October 27. Early
voting rules will be published by the
Towns/Townships. MC2 will attempt to
keep members well informed on the
issues and on candidate positions. Our
own position has always been, and will
continue to be, that we do not support
individual candidates. We are fully
appreciative of all citizens who sign on as
candidates for Council positions and we
hope that all positions will be contested.
MC2 will hold all-candidate meetings
prior to the elections and we will continue
to encourage all members to vote,

particularly remembering that our
Mayors and Deputy Mayors will be our
representatives on the critical County
Council.
“Over 15,000 scientists from more
than 180 countries issued a "Second
Notice to Humanity” …. stating that
‘Humanity is not taking the urgent steps
needed to safeguard our imperiled
biosphere’. The first notice was issued 25
years ago in 1992 by 1700 scientists.” So
reads an article published in the
international journal “Bioscience” on
November 13 2017. For more detail,
google Common Dreams November 13
2107 Scientists Warning.
Save the date! MC2’s 30th
Anniversary celebration will take place
on Saturday, May 12 2018 from 6:00 PM
to 11 PM. Stay tuned for additional
information about location and details of
the event.

The Last word is ours....
It’s that time of year again. We look
forward to receiving your renewal and
thank you in advance for enlisting your
friends and neighbours into the MC2
membership fold. It’s important to keep
increasing our membership numbers in
order to reach as many citizens as we can
to let them know what’s going on, how
MC2 is involved and how they need to be
involved. As the Province continues to
erode the authority of our local
government with no consideration for
the people who live here, we need to unite
our voices to preserve the unique and
special place we call home.

As we continue to push forward, we have
great accomplishments to celebrate in
this 30th year of our existence. We hope
as many of you as possible will come out
on May 12th to a BBQ and Barn dance.
Keep your eye on our e-blasts for more
details. Make sure to mark your calendars
now for May 12th 6pm to 11pm.
This being a Municipal election year
MC2 will commit to hosting our usual All
Candidates meetings. We are looking for
your input for questions you would like
answered by the candidates. Please use
our info email address and let us know

what you want from your next Council
and to let us know if you’d like to be
involved in this effort.
My sincere thanks to a wonderful group
of wise and experienced members on our
board who continually volunteer to
spearhead the issues and thanks to all of
our members for participating in being
the eyes, ears and voice for Mono and
Mulmur and Dufferin County.
Elaine Capes
President

Your comments on this issue or any other are welcomed. Email us at:
info@monomulmur.com .
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