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DEAR
MEMBERS
Everyday I reflect on how grateful I am
for the place I live in, the culture, the
environment and most importantly
for the people who make up our
spectacular community. I’d like to
express my appreciation to the Board
for accepting my request for a leave
of absence to participate in last
year’s municipal election, for Don
MacFarlane’s gracious acceptance of
stepping back into the role of
President in my absence, and for the
warm welcome back to the role that I
received at the AGM from members
and from the Board team. Thank you!
As usual, MC has been front and
centre in our community, most
recently in the fall hosting a record
number of attendees at the update
on Lyme Disease which we held on
October 27th. We celebrated 30 years
of being a champion for Mono,
Mulmur and Dufferin County at our
AGM and evening social on
November 17th. It was attended by
founding,
long-time,
and
new
members, many of whom shared
a few MC2 stories and their thoughts
on what’s important as we look to the
future. Thank you to everyone who
attended, to the organizing committee
for the wonderful food and wine,
and to the artists and purchasers
who participated in a very successful
silent auction.
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Building on the
t h o u g h t f u l
comments made
at the AGM, and
coming out of our
December Board
meeting, our focus
in 2019 will be on:
1) Working more
on influencing the
municipalities to:
• Increase interaction and influence
with upper levels of government

• Engaging
the
silent
and
exceptional talent in our community
to evaluate and deal with issues
brought to us that affect us all

• Renegotiate a better waste disposal 3) In addition to action locally, be
involved federally and globally to
solution
develop relationships with other
• Demonstrate action for climate
citizens’ coalitions nationally
change on their agendas
A Big Thanks to all the individuals who
2) Increasing engagement with
volunteer their time and talent to keep
citizens:
MC2 at the fore-front: our Board
members, membership and media
• Leveraging groups like ours to get experts, committee volunteers and
greater numbers of citizens behind event coordinators. Thank you for
issues through campaigns
renewing your membership, for
• Encouraging
attendance
at recommending membership to your
meetings of local Police Services, friends and neighbours, and for
answering the calls to action we eblast
Councils and committees
out. Together we are stronger and
• Connecting with and tapping into together we can make a difference.
the 25 to 50 year old talent in our
community and finding a way for Warm Regards,
them to participate

Elaine

Your comments on this issue are welcomed at info@monomulmur.com.
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RENEWALS FOR 2019

Many of our members sent in
renewals for 2019 well ahead of time!
We thank them all for their continuing
interest and support for what we
try to do! A very special word of
thanks goes out to our members who
also sent in generous donations last
year and for 2019!

To avoid any possible confusion,
all renewed members are receiving
the January Newsletter by e-blast
to their email addresses instead
of through the mail. All other members
will be receiving this newsletter and
the membership renewal package via
Canada Post as usual at this time. We
are looking to minimize the use of paper

as much as possible going forward
BUT, as always, we are happy to
send a printed copy of each of our
newsletters in the mail to any of our
members who prefer to receive them
this way. You have only to let us know
your preference when you renew your
membership for the year.

FROM DON'S DESK
Happy New Year to all our members!
After finishing an interesting and
successful 2018, we are now gearing
up for an even more challenging 2019.
As we look ahead, we continue to be
reinforced by the support of our
members. We hope that all of you will
continue to provide us with your
thoughts and ideas, just as we
appreciate you all taking the time to
continue to re-join as members.
So, what lies ahead for the coming
year? We expect that many of the
challenges to the rural way of life and the
protected environment that exist in our
communities will come from the new
Provincial government. At the same

time, we will have new Town/Township
Councils in Mono and Mulmur, as well
as at the County level. These groups will
face a wide range of issues, some ongoing and some new. MC2 will be fully
engaged in providing a voice for our
citizens as the issues evolve.
Here are some of our initial thoughts on
issues that are already heating up.

BILL 66
During the recent Provincial election
campaign, many concerns were raised
by voters about their sense that the
Conservative Party was going to review
and change limits on development. The

threats to the Green Belt were explicit,
although Mr. Ford backed off on some
of his statements when there was a
strong negative reaction. These threats
caused concerns, not only for the
Green Belt, but also for the Niagara
Escarpment, the Oak Ridges Moraine,
and other protected environmentally
sensitive lands.
One of Mr. Ford’s early initiatives
has been Bill 66 (Restoring Ontario’s
Competitiveness Act 2018). This
omnibus Bill, amongst other important
things, aims to increase and
facilitate development. Local councils
will be able to simplify and accelerate
permits for development of industrial,

DON'S DESK CONTINUES...
commercial and residential projects.
Local Official Plan limitations can be
overruled, as can nearly all the laws that
set limits on development, including the
Clean Water Act that emerged after the
Walkerton disaster, the Oak Ridges
Moraine Conservation Act, the Green
Belt Act, Great Lakes Protection Act,
Lake Simcoe Protection Act, the
Ontario Planning and Development Act
and others. Bill 66 also proposes to
repeal the Toxics Reduction
Act.
To sum it all up, if a local
government applies and the
applicable cabinet minister
agrees, any elements of these
pieces of legislation which
would inhibit a developer from
putting in place a project, no
matter how large, have been
overridden. Perhaps the most
significant concern is the
total loss of drinking water
protection that was legislated
after the loss of life in
Walkerton, but many other
important protections are also gone.
Local councils will be empowered
to approve projects, with no public
notification, as long as they create jobs.
The only approval needed would be
by a minister in Mr. Ford’s cabinet.
On one hand, the Bill still leaves the
final judgment on development in

local hands; but with clear Provincial
encouragement, the big, well-funded
developers will find fertile ground for
project approval from underfunded
municipalities. Overall, it is clear that
the objective of this Bill is to facilitate
development, particularly on currently
protected lands, thus eliminating the
network of environmental protections
provided by laws put in place over the
past thirty years.

MC2 has been involved in the three
meetings held by the County to consult
the public on the proposed changes
driven by Bill 66. The County, thankfully,
did engage the public even though they
were not required to. These meetings,
however, were held under the guise of
“Housing Consultation”, as dictated by
the Province, instead of identifying and

focusing on the true pro-development
reasons for the Bill.
MC2 has two major concerns related to
Bill 66. First, we have over the years
been involved in several debates about
government efforts to change the rules
on the Green Belt and the Escarpment
and the overall legal basis and structure
for managing development. Generally
we have urged the government to be
protective of our ever-diminishing
green areas. When
efforts were initiated
to impact these areas
the government has
provided
significant
time and structures
for consultation. This
leads to our second
concern about the
Bill 66 situation. The
consultation period is
very short, and much
of the reaction time
has fallen over the
Christmas/New Year
break. It seems clear
that the government, expecting much
criticism of this proposal, decided that
railroading it through was the best
approach.
By the time this Newsletter appears the
consultation period on this law will have
passed. You may have seen in our
emails to members the suggestion that

BILL 66 thoughts continue...
each of us send a letter or sign a petition
protesting this bill to the premier and our
local representative. Sylvia Jones, our
local MPP, holds a leadership position
in the current government and is fully
accountable for every decision made by
the Ford team. As the Bill 66 debate
continues, and as other big ideas
emerge from the current government, it
would be very useful for local citizens to

approach Ms. Jones with ideas and
other input.
As we were preparing this Newsletter,
we have been very encouraged by the
decisions of both the Mono and Mulmur
Councils to refuse to apply for this new
pro-development power. A few days
ago, the Province withdrew Article 10

of Bill 66. This was the section of the
bill which provided municipalities the
power to withdraw a wide range of
environmental protections as reported
previously in this article. This is a great
step forward and a victory for all those
organizations that fought the bill. We
are hopeful but we need to remain
vigilant as the government has
demonstrated a strong bias against
protection of our rural environment..

NEW COUNCILS
In October we elected new Councils for
Mono and Mulmur. In Mono the citizens
re-elected four members of the past
Council, Mayor Laura Ryan and at-large
Councilors Ralph Manktelow, Sharon
Martin and Fred Nix, with only the
Deputy Mayor, John Creelman, being
new. In Mulmur, Janet Horner was
elected Mayor, after a term as a
Councilor.
Three
new
at-large
members, Shirley Boxem, Patricia
Clark and Ken Cuffaro were elected,
with Earl Hawkins re-elected as
Deputy Mayor.
MC2 was pleased to see that all
positions in both Mono and Mulmur
were contested. We held an allcandidates meeting in Mulmur with
over 100 attendees; in Mono, with the
Orangeville Citizen newspaper offering

three all-candidate meetings,
participation wasn’t needed.

our issues by our representatives. A
major Dufferin County priority will be
focusing on how to manage our
The new Councils face a full agenda. In relationships with the new Provincial
addition to having already taken a most government, which clearly has set a
important stand on Bill 66, they will strong priority on closely impacting
need to do further work on issues such municipal government.
as controlling road noise, making a
thorough evaluation of our waste Our Councils have made significant
disposal contract as it comes up for progress
on
becoming
more
renegotiation this year, and limiting transparent and in encouraging citizen
property tax increases.
participation. More needs to be done,
and we will be working with the
A major aspect of dealing with the Councils on that agenda. That said,
Province, as well as in managing the we feel we are fortunate to have
business of Dufferin County, will fall to responsive and engaged Councils,
the County Council where we will be something that is not true of many
expecting highly engaged and communities in Ontario.
aggressive work on Mono and Mulmur

WHAT'S BEEN GOING ON LATELY?
• “PROTECT OUR GREENBELT”: There is also a registration link on the
This most important event, organized MC2 website under Current Events
and sponsored by NDACT is where the poster for the event is
coming up at the University of Guelph available as well for your information.
on Saturday February 2 at 10:00 AM.
Featured speakers are Victor Doyle • “THE GREAT DISCONNECT” (a
new documentary by Tamer
(author of the Greenbelt Plan) and
Soliman): Be sure to register to
Mike Schreiner (MPP for Guelph
attend this joint presentation by the
and leader of the provincial Green
National Farmers Union (NFU), locally
Party). Registration is a must at
and
provincially,
and
the
www.ndact.com.
Environment Committee of MC2 on

WHAT'S BEEN
GOING ON LATELY?

for this purpose, with
the Town of Mono
having detailed control
of events through the
power to issue Special
Events Permits. At the end of the
hearing both the Town of Mono and
MC2 applied to have some of their
costs covered by the proponent. The
Board, after a long delay, awarded
costs … $2000 to Mono and $500 to
MC2. These are symbolic amounts,
but they sent a clear message.

LAND USE COMMITTEE will play a
critical role in collecting information
and developing positions on major
issues for the MC2 Board to
focus on for the next year or two.
Cheryl Russel is the Chair of this
committee and she would like to hear
from you if this committee interests
you. Contact Cheryl directly at
cherylrussel167@gmail.com
or
through
the
MC2
email
info@monomulmur.com.

Thursday February 21st, 2019. This is
an opportunity to view the
documentary and learn and talk
about the power of food to build a
community with Tamer Soliman..
Doors open at 7:00 PM in the Honda
Hall at the Gibson Centre, 63 Tupper
St W in Alliston. This event is part of
• PROTECT
MONO:
This
the NFU-O Convention & AGM. To
organization continues to vigorously
register go to www.nfuontario.ca • LAND USE COMMITTEE: Always a
critical
issue
in
our
communities,
oppose the Violet Hill gravel pit
and look for this particular event
definitely Land Use is going to be a
proposal. Recently, the first of 2 preamong the weekend line-up.
major focus for the next several
hearings was held in preparation for a
• WATER SKI HEARING: We have
years. Bill 66 is likely only the first
Local Planning Appeal Tribunal
reported over the past two years on
volley from a government which
(LPAT) hearing, expected to take
our involvement in the Niagara
clearly is significantly influenced by
place in 2020. For more details about
Escarpment Hearing Board’s review
the development industries. It
the pre-hearing and Protect
of the application to have a series of
wouldn’t be a major surprise if
Mono’s’s analysis of the Bill 66
water ski competitions on a property
development became the new
situation, view their January 2019
in the Escarpment lands on Airport
favourite child of the government
Newsletter
on
their
website
Road in Mono. The result of the
where the “anything goes” attitude
www.protectmono.com
hearing was to authorize limited use
towards aggregate is duplicated. The

dues before getting through
the door and Paul, along
with Paul Bates, keeping the
burgers and sausages
coming off the BBQs for our
hungry members! Both Judy and
Paul were actively involved in many
other
community
initiatives as well, including the
Dufferin Arts Council and the
Town of Mono’s MRAC Committee.

THE LAST WORD
IS OURS

Long-time Mono resident and MC2
member Paul Lansing passed
away recently. Paul’s wife, Judy
Lansing, predeceased him a few
years ago. Judy and Paul were part
of MC2 from its earliest days
in Mono. Judy was on the original
Executive when MC2 was faced with They are both missed in our
a water-taking lawsuit a number of community …
years ago. She continued as a
member of the first Board of
Directors after the Coalition was
incorporated and began to rebuild
in the early 2000's. Paul often
functioned as MC2’s unofficial
Research Director, keeping us
all aware of both political
and environmental issues from the
internet. We remember both of
them at many of our Annual General
Meetings – she making sure our
members had paid their annual

